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Celt Life at the “New Crespi”

Crespi, as we know it in May of 
2007, will change in various ways; 
however, the unique brotherhood 
and “male bonding” that make 
5031 Alonzo, Crespi, will remain 
an intricate part of Celt life. 
By Kyle Cerniglia
Staff Writer

Forty-eight years ago, Crespi 
Carmelite High School was born in the 
city of Encino, California. A dominion of 
merely one school building, a gymnasium, 
and an athletic fi eld, the newly founded 
all-boys school was far from large. But 
the school soon made its presence known 
by capturing sports titles and enrolling 
students from all across the San Fernando 
Valley. 

In 2007, nearly half a century later, 
Crespi fi nds itself looking almost exactly 
the same as it did in 1959, but today, for 
the fi rst time in school history, expansion 
is becoming a reality. 

With the construction of the new 

building, Crespi student life will change 
drastically.

The beloved basketball court, where 
the students dominated the teachers in a 
lunchtime game, will no longer exist. The 
open quad will change profoundly. Come 
next year, the Boosters’ snack shack will 
be gone and the lunch yard expanded to 
accommodate the growing enrollment. 

What of the noise? Won’t the 
construction disturb the classroom 
environment? Mr. Thornton, when asked 
about the issue, said that the majority of 
the heavy construction and noise will take 
place over the summer.

Luckily, the majority of classrooms are 
located on the north side of our building, 
furthest from the construction site, 
providing for the best possible learning 
atmosphere. The building is estimated to 
take one year to complete.

The new building will contain a 
common room. With the addition of a 
couple of tables, an indoor cafeteria will be 
available for student use. Following lunch, 
the room will be broken down for theatre 

productions, etc.
As a result of the twenty feet that 

will exist between the new building and 
the existing building, lunch space will be 
limited so a split lunch has been arranged.

Freshman and sophomores will eat 
during the usual lunch hour, following 
second period, as the upperclassmen will 
have to take on a third class before eating.

While the cafeteria views the split lunch 
as an opportunity to provide better service, 
the new schedule will take away from the 
full sense of communal lunches. No longer 
will freshman and sophomores be forced to 
give up their tables to juniors and seniors, 
but, more importantly, the upperclassmen 
will have less time to identify and welcome 
the freshman to Crespi. 

Dodgeball, Wimblemuck, Ping-Pong, 
and Basketball, the classic lunchtime 
intramurals, will no longer play out as they 
have over the past few years. The school 
will not be able to see a team of freshman 
beat a couple of juniors and seniors in 
dodgeball and the basketball court won’t 
be able to be surrounded with roaring 

students during an unimportant fi rst round 
game against the faculty.

However, with the new building, 
Crespi’s true colors will show. No, not 
brown and white, but shown in the pride 
we take in our athletic teams. As Crespi 
Celts, we will be challenged to make a 
bigger effort to be at Pierce College on a 
Friday night to see our football team and 
to drive out to Valley College after school 
on a Wednesday in order to watch baseball 
defend the Mission League title against 
Loyola. Then, the Crespi brotherhood will 
shine. 

Split lunches, football games at 
Pierce, IBA in the gym, will be the cost 
of expanding Crespi, but with these huge 
changes come even greater opportunities. 
The visual and exploring arts departments 
will expand into larger and better equipped 
rooms in the new building, leaving space 
for more core classrooms. 

Campus Ministry will be moved into 
the new building providing space for more 
offi ces or yet another classroom. Pep rallies 
[See A Look Ahead, Page 2]

Quick Facts
By Jesse Gipe
Staff Writer

•  The new building is expected to take  
   one year to complete.

•  It has a total of 17,605 sq. ft.

•  Four million dollars were raised in 
   order to begin construction.

•  Split lunches have been added to the 
   schedule, grouping 9th and 10th grade 
   together and 11th and 12th together.

•  Due to construction, football 
   home games will be played at 
   Pierce.

•  Room additions: a “Student 
   Common” area, Campus Min-
   istry, Counseling Center, chapel, 
   theatre, Video Production Room, 
   Art Room, a board room, a 
   teacher computer lab, elevator, 
   and two new Restrooms.

•  Location: It will begin at the 
   base of the ramp leading from the 
   teacher parking lot to the main 
   offi ce and will extend parallel to 
   the current structure.

Take in these last fl eeting glimpses of Crespi’s quad, because by this time next year it will be no more. 
(Patrick Guarino)

June 1, 2007:
Ceremonial Groundbreaking

6 P.M.

June 11:
Trees are taken out.

Mid-May of next year:
Construction is expected to end.

Summer of 08’:
FF & E’s: Interior Design

Fall of 08’:
The new building is offi cially in 

use.

The New 
Building Timeline


